RVF Class '

~
of 2026— RVE

Class of 2026 Signing | 1
Off

- -
' Photo by Robert
igning !
President’s Message | 2
by Robert McDonough

Kerhonkson Retirees | 35
by Various Conttibutors

Marbletown Retirees | 6-7
by Various Conttibutors

Editor-in-Chief Thanks | 7
by Robyn McDonough

Intermediate/Junior | 8-11
High Retirees
by Various Conttibutors

High School Retirees | 12~
by Various Conttibutors | 13

The Union Sound
Editor-in-Chief:
Robyn McDonough

Assistant Editors:
Jennifer Slauson,
Tara Thibault-Edmonds

President:
Robert McDonough

Contributors:
4th-Grade Team, Alisa Auchmoedy-Finck,
Kiistin Baker, Renee Balestra,
Cailen Ballou, Eliana Barnum, Maria Battle,
Jaclyn Bleski, Kelly Brown, Fred Burstein,
Cindy Carubia, Darlene Cummins,
Olivia Degraw, Deana & Italia DeGrote,
Katlyn Hardet, Rachel Hermance,
Rebecca Horwitz, HS Math Department,
Annmatie Huffman, Kristine Jarvis,

RV'F Retirees were celebrated at a wonderful dinner party at Christina’s Restaurant in Kingston Kiista Kelly, Heather LeBlanc,
T . . ) Briana McCann, Rob McDonough,
on Saturday, June 6. Members and families gathered to share stories, present gifts, and enjoy the Robyn McDonough, Cyndi Musphy,
. . . . : Michael Oberly, Alyssa O'Donnell
camaraderie of a strong union family as we wished a fond farewell to the 21 dedicated educators CaﬂjnON:Lly Smpy;s;ﬁ Peacock,
who matke up onr “Class of 2026.” (Photo by Robert McDonough) v e

Tara Thibault-Edmonds, Venessa Thomas

The Union Sound ~ rvtederation.com ~ PO Box 678 ~ Stone Ridge, NY 12484 ~ rvtunionsound(@gmail.com



https://rvfederation.com/newsletter/
http://www.rvfederation.com
mailto:rvfunionsound@gmail.com

PAGE 2

THE UNION SOUND

President’'s Message

by Robert McDonough

What a busy few months it’s been! Since February 1st,
we negotiated two separate retirement incentives,
negotiated the best paraprofessional contract in a
generation, renegotiated our health care plan, saved
about 16 jobs from being cut, brought nearly 500

people to a Board of Education meeting, endorsed
candidates for the BOE [and got two of them elected],
and rallied to get the budget passed. We helped bring
15,000 people to the MVP Arena in Albany on March 8th
to tell our governor and legislators we've had enough and
that it's time to Fix Tier 6! And because of our voices,
two weeks ago, it was announced that Tier 6 public
employees will no longer have to work until age 63 for

a full retirement; that age has now been reduced to 58.
It's not the same as Tier 4, where employees can retire

at 55, but this is a significant reduction and restores the
dignity of a public servant.

If you remember, the RVF wrote the resolution to Fix
Tier 6 about four years ago. Many local unions from
across the state signed on as co-sponsors. At the NYSUT
Representative Assembly (RA) that year, the resolution
moved through committee to the floor of the RA.
Once our resolution came up for a vote, it passed
unanimously with over 2,000 delegates all voting in
favor. When a resolution passes on the floor of the RA,
it gives NYSUT its legislative charge. The NYSUT
Board of Directors must then put a plan into action to
accomplish the goal of each resolution. As you already
know, NYSUT put their foot to the pedal, and they
have not let up since. Within one year of the RVE’s
approved resolution, the final average salary calculation
for Tier 6 employees was restored to the highest #ree
years of salary earned (just like Tier 4 members) instead
of the original average of the highest five years that had
plagued Tier 6 public employees. This victory reminds

us of an important lesson: rights that are not defended
are eventually lost. Defending public education and
professional respect is part of ensuring that this
profession remains strong for the educators who come
after us.

We have much to be thankful for, but we cannot take a
passive role. Next year brings continued financial
challenges and the need to stand together as a union.
The superintendent has spoken of a $7 million budget
gap, the same year over 200 RVF teachers will negotiate
theit contract. We cannot volunteer for work we used

to be paid for. You'll be asked to run department or
grade-level meetings. Say no. You'll be asked to
chaperone athletic events for free. Say no. We chose

this career because we care deeply about children, public
education, and our community. We chose it for the
pension and retirement security. We knew we'd never
get rich with our master's degrees in this field. We chose
to dedicate our lives to kids and be taken care of in our
old age, long after our legacies fade. The urge to help will
be there because it's who we are. But as a union, we need
to say no. This is not charity work.

We believe in civic responsibility. We teach students
every day that participation matters, that democracy
depends on people speaking up, standing together, and
advocating for what's right. That same responsibility
applies to us.

As we head into summer, I hope you'll take pride in
what we accomplished this year. Please also keep in mind
our colleagues who were affected by the cuts and are
facing a difficult time right now. We'te fortunate to have
positions to return to; not everyone in our RVFE family
can say the same. I hope you have a restful summer and
return in September feeling refreshed and ready to
support one another. Thank you.
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Kerhonkson Retirees

ANNMARIE HUFFMAN

When it comes to being
dedicated and wanting
to do what is best for
the students, Annmarie
Huffman is top-notch!
Throughout the years,
she has been an
assistant to many. She
was a shared TA with
me for several years
and was such a hard
worker, one would
think she was in there
full-time with all she
accomplished!

Teachers often speak about the importance of having a
true partner in the classroom, and she was exactly that. I
would often describe her as a machine because she was
always on the go, got things done, and even after they were
done, she was still going! Her dedication to students has
always gone far beyond the expectations of the role.

Whether it was staying late to decorate the halls before an
event, making sure students had fun sledding in the snow
while she joined, or offering extra comfort to a student, she
consistently gave her whole heart to the classroom.

Annmarie worked with Shirley Currey for many years

and had a special bond. It was a tragic loss for all of us
when Shirley died. It was hardest on Annmarie. They

were an amazing team and great friends. When Annmarie
became my full-time assistant, I knew it was a tough
transition for her. Not only was she grieving her friend and
work partner, but she also had to deal with me! I was so
grateful to work with her and how she just continued to do
what she always does, working hard and getting things
done for our students.

Now, with her retirement, it’s a bittersweet feeling! I thank
Annmatie for every laugh, every encouraging word, every
act of kindness, and every moment she went above and
beyond. She will be deeply missed and forever appreciated!
Congratulations on your retirement!

~ Darlene Cummins

It is truly an honor to write about Mrs. Annmarie
Huffman. For more than 33 years, Annmarie has dedicated
her life to the children and families of the Rondout Valley
Central School District as a devoted paraprofessional. Her
kindness, patience, compassion, and unwavering dedication

have touched countless lives and made a lasting impact on
our school community.

Annmarie is not only an incredible educator, but also a
parent within our district, as all three of her children
attended Kerhonkson Elementary School. Her love for this
community extends far beyond the classroom walls. She
has always treated every child as if they were her own,
ensuring students feel safe, valued, respected, and loved
each and every day. Children absolutely adore her, and
anyone who has had the privilege of working alongside her
knows how special she truly is.

Throughout the years, Annmarie has consistently gone
above and beyond in ways many people never even
realized. She has spent countless hours preparing materials,
volunteering her time, attending sporting events,
chaperoning activities, and supporting former students long
after they left her classroom. She has quietly and selflessly
used her own money to make sure students had snacks,
treats, holiday gifts, and even ice cteam money when they
otherwise would have gone without. Many of her acts of
kindness were done in secret because she never wanted
recognition—she simply wanted children and families to
feel cared for and included.

Beyond being an extraordinary coworker, Annmarie has
also been an incredible friend. "Mrs. Pufferman" will
always be a part of all of our lives, and Kerhonkson
Elementary will simply not be the same without her daily
presence, laughter, and heart. Her dedication to students,
families, and colleagues has helped shape a nurturing and
loving environment for generations of children.

While retirement is so well-deserved, we are grateful that
this is not truly goodbye. We look forward to still seeing
Annmarie in the fall as a substitute, continuing to support
our students through chaperoning, and maintaining the
lifelong friendships she has built over the years. And of
course, retirement also means she finally gets to join me
on her very first cruise next year—which may end up being
her hardest job yet!

Annmarie, congratulations on an incredible career filled
with love, service, and dedication. I could not be prouder
to call you my colleague and my friend. Thank you for the
difference you have made in the lives of so many children
and families. Your impact will continue for years to come,
and your kindness will never be forgotten.

With love and appreciation,
~ Maria Bartle
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When I sat across from Annmarie Huffman as I was
interviewed in the Kerhonkson Elementary School library
in the summer of 2023, she looked at me with a smile, and I
immediately felt welcome. I knew then what an amazing
team we could be. Although I was only able to teach with
Annmarie for two years, the time we shared in our
Kindergarten classroom together was incredibly special. We
made a wonderful team because Annmarie makes learning
fun. Annmarie cares so much about Rondout’s staff,
families, and students. She pours her heart and soul into
making Kerhonkson Elementary an extraordinary place.
Each day when she comes in, Annmarie stops to greet
everyone with a cheerful "good morning." She recognizes
and remembers important moments in her colleagues'

lives through her leadership of the Sunshine Club and

has made countless contributions to the district and its
community.

In our room, I would call her the Crafting Queen. We could
count on Mrs. Huffman to remember the best traditions
and to make every day fun and magical—especially the
holidays. From dressing up for Halloween or as the dragon
for the lunar new year parade, to lighting the hallways with
string lights and
amazing crafts, to
making hot cocoa,
snack bags, and
green eggs and ham,
to the kindergarten
memory books,
Mrs. Huffman’s
legacy is one of
kindness, dedication,
generosity, and
kindergarten magic.
While her presence
will be greatly missed,
her impact and
traditions will not
soon be forgotten.
Sending so much
love and incredible
wishes in retitement.
~ Briana McCann

My name is Annmarie Huffman, and I have worked at RV
for over 33 years. During that time, I have had the privilege
of working under four different principals, alongside many
wonderful teachers, and especially one very special teacher
who made a lasting impact on my journey.

My love and passion for working with children has made
my decision to retire a very difficult one. I would like to
sincerely thank everyone at RV, especially KES, for being

such an important part of my life throughout all these
years.

I would also like to wish all the retirees much happiness as
they begin their next chapter. Whatever path you may
choose, may it bring you joy and fulfillment.

As for me, I am not completely finished with RV—I look
forward to returning as a substitute.

Congratulations to everyone!
~ Annmarie Huffman

SUE GILLIS

I have worked with Sue for the past few years as her TA
for reading. This year, I was put in her classroom full time.
Sue is a caring teacher who always wants to do right by the
children and please everyone. I really enjoyed working with
her and wish Sue nothing but the best in the next chapter
of her life.

~ Annmarie Huffman

DEBBIE PIERRO ECK

Debbie has the best smile. She always has. And she gave
it to her daughters, who have had that beautiful smile
from the time they were little, and it is the warmest, most
wonderful thing!

I have gotten to know Debbie over the years as a colleague
and friend who you can always count on. Whatever you
need, Debbie is more than happy to share or lend a hand.
Most of all, she is a sympathetic listener to people, big and
small. As a teacher, she radiates such warmth and patience
with her young students. She has a way of softening her
voice, so they lean in to hear the exciting news or the
special information Mrs. Eck is about to share.
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Debbie is loved by everyone because she’s kind, upbeat, and
caring. She has been a dedicated teacher for decades, posi-
tively impacting the lives of the many children she’s taught
because of her excellent skills and encouraging guidance.
Kerhonkson Elementary School will not be the same! You’ll
be missed, Debbie—but I know there will be LOTS to
smile about as you begin this new, fun chapter in life! Enjoy
it all, my friend!

~ Cindy Carubia

We have had the privilege of working with Debbie at KES for
many years, and during her final year, we were especially
honored to work alongside her. Throughout that time, we
witnessed firsthand the deep care and dedication she brings to
the students at Rondout each day.

Debbie consistently creates engaging, creative, and meaningful
lessons while treating every child with kindness, compassion,
and genuine care. She always keeps each student’s individual
needs at the forefront, going above and beyond to build strong
connections and ensure every child feels valued, supported,
and loved.

Her retirement will be a tremendous loss to the school
community, but we feel incredibly fortunate to have
experienced the impact of her talent, passion, and dedication
up close. Debbie’s influence on her students and colleagues
alike will leave a lasting impression for years to come.

~ Veenessa Thomas, Kelly Brown, & Katlyn Harder

DOROTHY MAYONE

For more than 30 years, Dorothy Mayone has been far
more than an elementary teacher—she has been a steady
and caring presence in the lives of countless children and
families in our community. Her classroom has always been a
place where students feel both supported and challenged,
where high expectations are balanced with patience,
kindness, and understanding,.

As both a colleague and a parent, I have been fortunate to
experience firsthand the extraordinary impact she has had.
She taught both of my daughters, and like so many

students before and after them, they were shaped not only
by her dedication to learning, but by the warmth and
encouragement she brought every day. She has a remarkable
ability to see the best in each child and help them see it in
themselves.

Throughout her career, Dorothy consistently goes above
and beyond—for her students, for their families, for her
colleagues, and for the entire district. Whether offering
extra support, lending a listening ear, or quietly stepping in
wherever help is needed, she gives of herself generously and
without hesitation. Her compassion, professionalism, and

unwavering commitment to children have left a lasting mark
on our schools and our community.

Retirement marks the close of an incredible chapter, but
the legacy she leaves behind will continue for years to come
in the confidence of her students, the gratitude of families,
and the respect and admiration of all who had the privilege
to work alongside her. Thank you, Dorothy, for your years
of service, your tireless dedication, and the countless lives
you have touched. You will be deeply missed, fondly re-
membered, and forever appreciated.

Congratulations on your retirement—it is so richly deserved.
~ Renee Balestra

Dorothy Mayone—where to begin? Dorothy has a
generosity of spirit, an always-open-door policy, and
believes in the “friend in need is a friend indeed”
philosophy! Her zest for life, boundless energy, and ability
to juggle a multitude of demands on her time make her a
kind of Wonder Woman. Her colleagues appreciate the way
Dorothy selflessly gives her time. She has always been a true
leader in our building, her compassionate listening a steady
source of comfort and guidance in challenging times.
Dorothy also enjoys entertaining, celebrating, and laughing
with the many friends that surround her!

Dorothy shows each student how much she cares by
cheering them in her classroom and outside of school!
While being a dedicated teacher, she also has superhuman
stamina for extra-curricular events, chaperoning, and
attending student games. She has a long history with
families, now teaching her former students’ own children!
Most impressively, she remembers them all in detail—when
she taught them, and who their cousins are! This is a talent!

Her devotion as an RVF officer, as an advocate and
representative in our union, has had an immeasurable
impact on our work as educators. Somehow Dorothy
balanced the demanding roles of teacher and parent with
apparent ease, all while raising her own accomplished
children.

Dorothy Mayone exemplifies the kind of teacher who
serves as both an anchor and an inspiration within our
school community. Her dedication to and love for
Rondout and KES will continue to ripple outward in
countless ways for years to come—a testament to the
lasting significance of a teacher who truly cares.

It won’t be the same in “the new wing’” at the end of the
hall without you there, Dorothy, but when I do see you,
I'm pretty sure you’ll be fully embracing all the new
adventures that await you! Enjoy it all, my friend!

~ Cindy Carnbia
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Marbletown Retirees

REGINA SOMMER

Working with Regina

(Gina) Sommer in the

MES library has been a

wonderful experience! I

honestly don’t know

where our library would

be without her! She has

brought so much joy and

energy to our school.

Joining me in the fall of

2022, Gina quickly

became the backbone of

our library. With her sharp

eye for detail and creative

flair, she mastered every

aspect of the job and even

created a foolproof guide

that has come to be known

as "The Library Bible.”

Gina’s leadership shines through in everything she does,
and it immediately became apparent that she could
efficiently run everything. This is not surprising given her
dedicated service on the Rondout Valley Scholarship
Committee since 2009 and as its President for the last nine
years! Whether she was dressing up as a Creepy Carrot for
Halloween or finding the perfect decor items for our library
themes, Gina went above and beyond. If something we
needed didn't exist, she’d find a way to DIY it

Yet, Gina’s professional talents are eclipsed only by her
generous spirit. She has an outgoing personality, a great
rapport with our students, and a passion for helping her
church and community. More than anything, I will miss
Gina’s warmth, her infectious laugh, her honesty, and
her huge heart. I am
so happy that she
can now spend her
time in retirement
golfing, camping,
traveling, and
enjoying her family.
There is no one 1
would rather have
beside me in the
library than my
fabulous friend
Ginal!
~ Alisa Anchmoedy-Finck

ALISA AUCHMOEDY-FINCK

Alisa Auchmoedy-Finck is

retiring after a 30-year career

at Rondout Valley! As a

Rondout alumna, her story

began as a teacher assistant

at the Middle School, where

she quickly established

herself as a dedicated

educator, inspiring young

minds. Alisa then became a

full-time teacher at

Kerhonkson Elementary, where she guided a generation of
students, not just in academics but also in life lessons.

Alisa’s innovative teaching methods transformed the way
students experienced learning. From clever scavenger hunts
to memorable classtoom camping adventures at "Camp
Read A Lot," she infused creativity into her lessons. Her
deep love for reading, inspired by her great-grandmother,
led her to obtain a master's degree as a media specialist.
In this role, Alisa often created animated library time and
brought book characters to life. She frequently dressed up
in costumes like the Cat in the Hat, a Creepy Carrot, the
Queen of Hearts, and many more. Beyond her classroom
contributions, Alisa excelled in grant writing. Every
Marbletown student received a Build-A-Bear to cherish.
She has also generously donated thousands of books to
enrich her students' minds. Active in the Sunshine Club,
Alisa always uplifted staff morale through thoughtful gifts
and special events.

As she turns the page to her next chapter, retirement, she
looks forward to traveling with her husband, Matthew,
and spending time with family, friends, and her six rescue
kittens. Alisa's kindness, originality, and generosity will
leave a lasting legacy at Rondout.

Congratulations, sister and aunt! We love youl!
~ Deana & Italia DeGrote

Congratulations on

your retirement, Alisa.

Much like Brave

Margaret, you brought

a fearless heart to

every story you shared,

creating a space where

countless children

discovered adventure and belonging within the library’s
walls.

~ Cailin O’Neal
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SHEILA BROWN

I have known Sheila Brown for
over twenty years. We first began
our work together in the Life
Skills classroom at Rosendale
Elementary. Sheila is the warmest
person you can meet and is always
ready with a beautiful, beaming
smile and a giant bear hug,.

Sheila has been an invaluable

teaching assistant in some of our

neediest programs. She makes

every child feel cared for,

supported, and loved. She has an unfailingly positive
attitude and does some of the toughest work without
complaint. She always finds something to smile or laugh
about, no matter how challenging the moment may be.

I always thought of Sheila as the "mayot" of our school
district community because she knows absolutely everyone
and can strike up a conversation with anyone. She makes
you feel welcomed and valued and is just a joy to be around.
While I was saddened to hear of her retirement because it
will be a loss to the district, I am so happy for her to have
time to dedicate to herself and her family. Sheila has given

so much to our students and our schools, and she deserves
every moment of this next chapter.

I can't wait to run into her in her "retired life" and see

her heartwarming smile again. Sheila, I wish you all the hap-
piness and relaxation that you have earned. You will

be deeply missed!

With Love,
~ Stephanie Peacock (or, as Sheila has ahways called me, “Peacock!”)

SARA DECKER

Mrs. Decker is officially “off-duty!” For over two decades,
Sara Decker has made a lasting impact on the RVCSD as a
Teaching Assistant and is finally hanging up her (many)
hats! She has taken on the roles of educator, nurse, counse-
lor, and even a “classroom grandmother,” providing stu-
dents with the care, patience, and understanding they so
deeply need to thrive. Over the past three years working
alongside her, I have had the privilege of witnessing
firsthand the profound and lasting impact she has on our
students, our classroom, and our school community. She
will be deeply missed in our “day to day,” but will never be
forgotten by the students and staff whose lives she
touched!

~ Cailen Ballon

Dear RVF Members,

As we wrap up another year of sharing The Union Sound with
you all, I"d like to share with you some important and
exciting updates regarding our editorial team. First, I must
extend my deep gratitude to Tara Thibault-Edmonds as our
Formatting Editor. Tara has been instrumental in making
our publication what it is today. When I first took over as
Editor-in-Chief, I remember meeting her at Water Street
Market in New Paltz for coffee and conversation about

my vision for the newsletter. Shortly after, COVID hit and
we needed to completely rethink how to keep the news
flowing, yet still reach all members and keep our sanity in
such uncertain times. After MANY late night texts, emails,
[and I’'m sure margaritas|, that’s when we decided to ditch
the paper issues and publish fully online. Tara is stepping
down as Formatting Editor to focus on her role as the RVF
1st Vice President, and I couldn’t be happier for her.

I wish her the very best in this leadership position and
know she will continue to bring the same excellence to our
Executive Boatd as she did to our Union Sound pages.

With that, I am also pleased to announce that Jenn Slauson
will be stepping up into the role of Formatting Editor. I
have full confidence that Jenn will continue our tradition of
high-quality layout and design, but with a twist of her own.
I can’t wait to work with her in this new capacity to see the
great ideas she will bring to the newsletter. Additionally,

please welcome Nicole Quinones who joins the team as
our new Copy Editor. Nicole comes to us with a strong
journalism background and I am already anticipating the
fresh ideas she will bring to the table. This new perspective
is exactly what we need to keep our publication evolving,

On a more personal note, I want to thank every member
who has contributed articles throughout the year. We truly
love highlighting the work and celebrations happening
across our union. It has also been wonderful connecting
through the new Books and Beverages initiative at the RVF
office. This program was designed by Tara and I to unite all
buildings and units, and seeing it flourish has been one of
my favorite things this year. We have shared many laughs
each month, and I am so looking forward to getting togeth-
er again in September.

Finally, I want to remind everyone to check out the RVF
Merch Store. Summer is the petfect time to place an order
so you’re ready to rep the RVF when we return in Septem-
ber. Teacher negotiations are right around the corner.

In Solidarity,

Robyn McDonough
Editor-in-Chief
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Intermediate/Junior High Retirees

VAL NIGRO

We have known Mrs.

Valerie “Val” Nigro

for over a decade and

have dubbed her

“Work Mom.” Val is

kind, caring, smart, and

supporttive. She would

give anyone the shirt

off her back if needed

and strives for excel-

lence in everything she

does. Val has impacted

countless children’s

lives over the past 30

years. She has formed deep bonds with the students that
she has worked with and has impacted them in many ways.
Val has made it possible for multiple Rondout Valley
families to attend the Polar Express Train in Kingston,
who otherwise would not have had this opportunity due
to financial constraints.

Val has supported multiple staff members during difficult
times such as divorces, illnesses, surgeries, and extreme
mental distress. Val prides herself on being organized,
helpful, and knowledgeable in multiple domains. She is a
good team player and genuinely cares about the people
she works with, both students and staff. Val has used her
connections to the food bank in Ellenville to help support
families in need. Also, when she is not at work, she is
involved in many other activities. Val volunteers at
multiple places in the community, including Ten Broeck
Center for Rehabilitation and Nursing in Lake Katrine.
Lastly, she is a member of a band that performs all over
the Hudson Valley on nights and weekends. Go listen to
her sing!

Val will be sorely missed, especially in the 4th-grade
cafeteria, where she could run lunch duty with her eyes
closed. Also, her deep cleaning abilities on school surfaces
were always quite impressive. Val has touched us all, and
we appreciate everything that she has done for the Middle
School during her long career. We hope that she enjoys her
retirement, although we know she will keep herself as busy
as possible, because that is how she likes it.

Congratulations, Vall We wish you the best of luck! Please
come back and visit us soon!
~ Dr. Jaclyn Bleski & Mrs. Heather 1.eBlanc

NANCY HICKEY

Working with Nancy over the years has been an absolute
pleasure as well as a great opportunity to learn about
excellent and impactful teaching. And of course, the
people who benefited the most were her students. As a
special education teacher, Nancy worked with some of
the most wonderful children and some of the most
challenging.

All teachers have students with different interests, different
abilities, and different behaviors, but often the students
Nancy had needed very personal and very direct attention.
And Nancy was able to give both to her students. Her
students loved her for the attention and individual teaching
she gave them.

Her students knew the day would be well-planned and
that their needs would be met calmly and with worthwhile
purpose. They knew that if they needed help, or attention,
or food, or some kindness, they would get it in Ms.
Hickey’s classroom.

There were holiday and birthday parties, ways to earn fun
prizes, stories to hear, and plays to be part of. Nancy’s
students had time to work with each other and time to
work individually with her. Their ideas were given
credence, their questions were respected, and their projects
were challenging. Ms. Hickey’s students knew they were
respected, well-guided, and given opportunities to enrich
their lives.

Her students will remember her with gratitude and
warmth. Her co-workers send her love as she begins yet
untold new adventures.

~ Fred Burstein

ANNE GULLICKSON

Anne Gullickson has stood as a pillar of the Rondout
Valley School District. She has provided so much joy and
connections with students, staff, and the community to
the point where the name “Anne” alone creates this
association of the same person. While my time with Anne
has been brief, there is clear evidence of her impact on the
district. She is kindhearted and has my respect.

Anne has been like 2 second mother to me in these few
years. I am truly able to say that, while I may have done a
thing or two to upset her, she has been someone who 1
look up to and have appreciated all the support she gives
me. She never neglects to care for those around her, and
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she has made the beginning of my career joyful and
exciting, even in her last remaining years. My first time
meeting Anne was in the spring of my first year. The

very first impression she made was with a hug and
congratulations to a person she had never met before. 1
knew immediately she was very caring and supportive of
everyone she works with. I hope to one day give people the
same feeling of belonging she gives me and all her students.

Thank you, Anne, for all you have done for me and every-
one at Rondout. I hope you have a wonderful and relaxing
retirement.

~ Michael Oberly

LYNDA DUBOIS

Lynda loves her setting both in the Resource Room and her
reading classes. She provides a space for students to
collaborate with her and the other students, while modeling
much-needed structure that the middle school-aged
students struggle to provide for themselves. She has a
nurturing presence while also being able to balance
accountability in her classroom.

Lynda can empathize with students, seeing that their
struggles are real and knowing when they need a listening
ear for that current moment, as opposed to getting right
down to work. This helps the students know that she sees
them as people with real issues, not just academic
students. She manages this balance while also holding
students accountable and responsible for their work and
being respectful to others in her classroom. Lynda has a
sense of humor and a wit about her that works well with
her students. She directly approaches things, while
providing a structured and safe space for them, using
humor at times when it is needed. Having that balance is
something she has managed well.

Lynda has also served our district and the students through
tutoring those who have been suspended or are out for
medical reasons. In addition, she provides a calm,
supportive after-school tutoring environment to support
students each year. She has also been an advisor for clubs,
such as the chess club, after school.

Thinking about Lynda’s career and what she has brought
to our students, she will be missed. Several students have
already expressed this, knowing they will not have her again
next year. I am happy to have had this opportunity to work
with Lynda and to know that she is looking out for our
students.

~ Nanette Simione

It is with respect that we pay tribute to Lynda DuBois. Her
31 years of dedicated service have shaped the lives of

countless students. Her work supporting the students who
have needed her most is rooted in cultivating connections.
Teaching special education requires immense patience, skill,
and empathy. Lynda is a fierce advocate for her students
and very protective of their academic needs. She brings a
purposeful energy and builds meaningtul relationships with
both the students and their families.

Her connection to our school community extends past the
classroom. She has spent innumerable hours baking bread
for Loaves of Love. Lynda could be seen supporting her
students at their after-school activities and athletic events,
always demonstrating to students that they matter. Her
students know her to be supportive, insightful, and funny.

As a lifelong learner herself, she is an Orton-Gillingham
certified educator. Her depth of insight and knowledge
prepared her well to help her students strive for their best
selves.

Our friend and coworker will be sorely missed. We wish
her a celebrated retirement and an exciting next chapter
filled with new choices, including her choice to wake up
without an alarm clock and a calendar filled with options.
We may find her enjoying her garden, supporting her
beloved Buffalo Bills, or continuing her work as a certitied
massage therapist. Whatever her next adventure, we trust
Lynda will continue to find a way to support people to be
their best selves and continue her legacy of education.
Lynda, we wish you the very best in retirement!

With respect,
~ Alyssa O'Donnel] & Krista Kelly

JASON CLINTON

After 32 years of conducting young musicians at Rondout
Valley Junior High School, Jason Clinton is taking a well-
earned bow. His retirement marks the end of an era that
saw the band program achieve remarkable heights.

Jason joined the Rondout Valley faculty in 1994 after
teaching for two years in Poughkeepsie. For over three
decades, he taught 7th and 8th-grade concert band and jazz
band, influencing generations of students who would go on
to become musicians, music educators, and lifelong lovers
of music.

Jason was recruited to come to Rondout Valley by his
predecessor, Lee Harrington, who was one of the three
original band directors at Rondout. When he was hired in
1994, Jason was only the 5th band director to teach in the
district. Over the next 30+ years, Jason would ensure that
the program continued to grow into one of the strongest
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JASON CLINTON (continued)

public school programs in the Hudson Valley and one of
the best jazz programs in the entire state.

He understood that great programs require great facilities
and resources. He pushed the district to build a brand new
music wing that could house the growing program, replaced
40-year-old instrument storage lockers, upgraded classroom
chairs that dated back to the 1980s, installed a multi-tier
riser system for improved acoustics and sightlines, and
replaced a fleet of deteriorating metal music stands from the
1960s. He oversaw the acquisition of essential equipment
through hours of fundraising that transformed the band
room: tubas, trombones, bassoons, bass clarinets, bari and
tenor saxophones, a gong, a vibraphone, full-size chimes,
and a set of congas, to name just a few of his acquisitions.

His students consistently outperform peers from
significantly larger and better-funded districts. Every year,
Jason sends more students to the All-County Honors Band
than any other school district in the county! He brought his
bands to the Music in the Parks festival, planning overnight
trips to Hershey Park for over a decade. His bands
competed against ensembles from across the Northeast and
consistently earned “Superior” ratings, besting bands from
districts with far greater resources.

Perhaps Jason Clinton's greatest legacy is the educators
he has inspired. I'm proud to count myself as just one of
the many he has mentored to successful careers, both in
teaching and performing music. Without his help, I can
honestly say that I wouldn’t be where I am today, proud
to take over as “oldest band director in the district.”

Congratulations to Jason on 32 years of extraordinary
service, and we hope he enjoys the next chapter.
~ Darryl Schoonmatker

PAT BENNETT

Patricia Bennett started her cateer as an AIS math teacher
in Kerhonkson Elementary School. She taught 5th grade
for many years before moving to her current position in
6th grade. During her time in 5th grade, when the
Intermediate School paired with the Teachers College,
Patricia was immersed in it, proving to be an amazing
leader and mentor. Eventually, she moved to 6th grade,
where she took on the social studies curriculum for
several years before settling into her math concentration.
She handled 6th graders, one of the most difficult years
for students in middle school, with grace, high standards,
and compassion.

Patricia is an excellent example of a dedicated leader,
going above and beyond for her colleagues alike. In the

classroom, Patricia has worked on the honors math
program, allowing students to expand their knowledge
and opportunities. Patricia creates incredibly strong
relationships with her students. On any given day, you
can find 6th, 7th, and 8th graders visiting her during their
lunch period to vent, seek advice, or just hang out with
their favorite teacher.

Outside the classroom, Patricia has taken on coaching girls'
soccer, as well as running many clubs and events in the
Intermediate School, like Pi day with her honors class, a
mindfulness club, a talent show club, and many more.

She has worked as the 6th-grade team liaison for several
years and is a mentor for new teachers and colleagues.
Her work ethic, support, compassion, and communication
skills made her a strong leader and a great friend to her
colleagues throughout her time as a teacher. She will be
missed around the building by all who know her, and we
wish her a happy, healthy, relaxing retirement!

~ Rachel Hermance & Kristen Baker

CHERI SIMMONS
After 37 remarkable
years as a 4th-grade
teacher, Cheri
leaves behind a
legacy of dedication,
compassion, and
quiet excellence

that will continue

to impact our
school community
for years to come.

Throughout her

career in both

Rosendale

Elementary and

the Intermediate

School, Cheti has

made a lasting and meaningful difference in the lives

of countless students, families, and colleagues. Her
commitment to education has always gone far beyond the
classroom. Arriving at school at 6:00 AM every single day
proves Cheri’s incredible work ethic and devotion to her
students. The many unused sick days she accumulated over
the years speaks volumes about her reliability, dedication,
and love for teaching.

Cheri has always approached her work with patience,
kindness, and a calm, steady presence that made every
student feel safe, supported, and capable of success.

She had a unique ability to meet the diverse needs of her
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students while making each child feel valued and important.
Her classroom was not only a place of learning, but a place
where children grew in confidence and felt genuinely cared
for.

Beyond her impact on students, Cheri has been a role
model to colleagues through her professionalism,
generosity, and willingness to help others. She consistently
offered encouragement, support, and guidance to those
around her, always with humility and grace.

While Cheri’s quiet strength will be deeply missed in our
4th-grade team, the influence she has had on generations
of students and educators will never be forgotten. We
want to thank Cheri for 37 extraordinary years of service
and wish her a retirement filled with happiness, relaxation,
and all the joy she so greatly deserves.

~ The 4th-Grade Team

SUE GLEICH

Today, we
celebrate not just
a career but the
lasting impact
one person has
had on everyone
around them.
Sue’s kindness,
patience,
dedication, and
sense of humor
have helped
create a supportive
environment
where students can learn, grow, and feel cared for each day.
She has a big heart and always puts students first, creating
a space where others feel safe, supported, and welcomed
for who they are. Sue helped make our classroom feel like
a family and was always willing to lend a hand to both
students and coworkers whenever needed. We are deeply
grateful for all she has given over the years, and we wish
her nothing but happiness, relaxation, and adventure in
retirement.

~ Olia Degraw

I have had the pleasure of working with Sue Gleich on
and off for the past 15 years, primarily in the Life Skills
classrooms. Her dedication, kindness, and sense of humor
have made every workday brighter. It has been a privilege
to witness the genuine care and compassion she shows
toward the children each day.

I truly admire and respect how deeply she cares for her
students and all that she does to support them. Thank you,

Sue, for being such a wonderful role model to me over the
years. And of course, the kale salad and other goodies were
always such special treats!

I wish you the very best in the future—you truly
deserve it.
~ Eliana Barnum

MELISSA RIDER

Congratulations on

your retirement,

Melissa! Your

dedication to

your job, kindness

to students and

your friendship to

myself and others

have touched so

many lives. I can’t

actually remember

when we first met,

but I feel like I have

always known you.

I am so grateful for

the memorties. Over the years, we have shared countless
workdays, challenges and successes together.

Thank you for the support and laughter you’ve shared over
the years. You will be greatly missed—wishing you health,
happiness, much beach time and baby snuggles, and all the
best in the next chapter!

~ Cyndi Murphy
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High School Retirees

LYNNE DRAKE

We would like to

extend our most

heartfelt

congratulations

to Lynne Drake

on her retirement!

After a successful

first career with

IBM, Lynne

chose to spend

her second career

with us at RVHS,

and we are incredibly fortunate that she did. Over her 20
years at RVHS, Lynne taught a wide variety of courses and
filled many important roles within our department and
school community.

As the Math Team coach, she guided students to several
sectional titles and accompanied them to the state
competition on multiple occasions. As an assistant coach
for Cross Country and Track, she supported our athletes
through many successful seasons. Officiating track meets,
chaperoning and time keeping for basketball games,

and helping our student athletes stay on track with their
academics were also part of Lynne’s prolific contributions
to sports at RVHS. As our department liaison, Lynne was
a trusted colleague and collaborator, always willing to share
ideas, recommend valuable resources, and advocate for our
department when needed.

Lynne’s dedication to her students was equally remarkable.
Countless afternoons, she could be found staying late to
help students or refining lessons to make their learning
experiences even better. A lifelong learner, Lynne never
settled for “good enough.” She continually sought ways to
improve her teaching; embracing new ideas and approaches
with her students’ success always at the forefront. We were
so lucky to have had her on our team all these years.

Since her retirement eatlier this school year, we have
already felt her absence and have done our best to fill her
shoes. However, despite missing having her around, we are
so happy to see her begin this well-deserved new chapter.

We wish Lynne all the best in retirement and hope she
enjoys spending more time with her family, her adorable
grandson, and her friends. Lynne, thank you for everything
you have given to RVHS. We hope you enjoy every
moment of your retirement!

~ Your fellow HS Math Department members

DIANA ZUCKERMAN

Diana worked as a dedicated Spanish teacher for Rondout
for 27 years. During her time here, she taught nearly every
grade level—elementary school (when there was an
elementary Spanish program), middle school, and high
school. She tried to be creative and use the arts in all her
teaching. In addition to her classroom duties, Diana ran
the popular Human Rights Club at the high school for a
number of years. Many students said that they felt so
welcomed and valued in this club, and there were many
guest speakers, field trips, and conferences to keep things
interesting.

On a personal note, Diana was such a kind friend to me
for all the years I’ve been at Rondout. Since I, too, have
worked in every building, I ran into Diana everywhere,
and she was always someone I could rely on. I wish her
good health and happiness in her retirement.

~ Rebecca Horwitz:

TARA HYLAND

Tara’s quiet, calm
presence has been

a meaningful source
of support and
inspiration for
students throughout
her career. As her
curticulum evolved
over the years to
keep pace with
changes in technology
and the workforce,
Tara remained
committed to putting
her students first.

Her kindness,

patience, and unwavering dedication have always been
evident, leaving a lasting impact on those she taught and
worked alongside. She created an environment where
students felt seen, supported, and encouraged to grow.
Tara will truly be missed, not only for the work she has
done, but for the warmth and steady guidance she has
shared so generously.

Congratulations, Tara Hyland, on your well-deserved
retirement. Wishing you happiness and fulfillment in this
next chapter!

~ Kristine Jarvis
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ELAINE SAMUELS

Elaine, it is hard to
put into words
what your presence
has meant to me
over the years.
Some people
simply do a job,
but you gave so
much more than
that. You gave
your heart, your
compassion, your
strength, and
countless hours of
your time.

Through busy days, difficult moments, COVID, and
countless memories, you wete always someone I could
count on. Your kindness made hard days easier. Your
laughter filled the room. Your friendship became a gift to
me and others.

The years may measure your career, but they could never
truly measure the lives you touched along the way.
Students, coworkers, friends—each of us carries something
better because of you.

It is bittersweet to say goodbye to someone who has been

such an important part of our daily lives. The halls will feel
quieter, the days a little different, and your absence will be

deeply felt.

Today is not only about saying goodbye but also about
celebrating a remarkable person and friend. You have given
so much of yourself for so many years, and now it is time
for you to enjoy all the moments you deserve—the
peaceful mornings, new adventures ahead, beach trips, time
with family and friends, and the simple joy of living life on
your own schedule.

Thank you for everything. You will be missed more than
words can say.

Congratulations on your retirement!

~ Cyndi Murphy

I first met Elaine as the brand-new library media specialist
hired at Marbletown Elementary School in the fall of 2008.
She was the library aide at Kerhonkson then, and she knew
just about everything I could imagine a library aide would

need to know about every single library thing.

Fast forward to May of 2015, when the high school library
had been without a solid librarian for almost an entire
year, and Elaine was the powerhouse who kept that space
running. That was when I was transferred to the high
school, and I still remember the side-eye Elaine gave me
when I arrived—I think she thought I was crazy to want to
change buildings mid-year, and she was probably trying to
figure out HOW crazy. But she still met me with that big
smile, giant heart, and willingness to do whatever it took to
make the library an amazing space for students and staff

every single day.

Nobody I know brings the energy like Elaine does. She’s

the first to arrive (well, usually—as long as it’s not
too early in the morning!) and the last to leave. She turns
my ideas into fabulous art, supports the programming I
provide with everything she’s got, and makes me laugh
every single day. I could never have imagined the strong
partnership we have built together. Rondout has no idea
what it is going to be missing, but I do. Love you,
LaineyLaine.

~ Tara Thibanit-Edmonds
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