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The Union Sound 
The voice of a sound union  

Holiday Gathering Brings Joy 

The RVF Holiday 

Party at Creekside 

Bar and Bistro    

was a well-attended 

evening of laughter 

and camaraderie. 

Members gathered 

after work on    

Tuesday, December 

9 to share food,        

conversation, and    

a little bit of holiday 

spirit and joy in the 

midst of a very  

busy time of year.   

(Photos by Robert 

McDonough) 
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YEAR IN REVIEW 
Chicago Teachers Seal a Deal, No Strike Needed:       
A four-year contract brought raises, class-size limits, and 
staffing gains. They’re proof that steady pressure delivers. 
 
Utah Teachers Get Their Voice Back:  
After strong pushback, lawmakers repealed a 2025 ban on 
collective bargaining, restoring union rights for educators 
and other public workers. 
 
Starbucks Workers Take the Fight Nationwide:   
Baristas continue to stir the pot and expand a month-long 
strike to dozens of cities, keeping the pressure on for fair 
pay, staffing, and a first contract. 

Museum Workers Win Holiday-Season Gains:   
Chicago museum staff ratified their first contract just in 
time for winter break, securing raises, better holiday pay, 
and workplace protections. 
 
Keep the Momentum - Fix Tier 6:  
Here at home, the fight to Fix Tier 6 continues across  
New York. Last spring, RVF members proudly joined    
the Fix Tier 6 rally on the Walkway Over the Hudson, 
standing alongside educators and labor allies from across 
the region. Whether you’re a classroom veteran or newer  
to our profession, this issue affects all of us. Visit  
FixTier6.org to find upcoming actions, connect with the 
campaign, and use your voice in 2026 - because together, 
we can!  

History  Corner  

by Jennifer Slauson 

http://fixtier6.org
https://www.nysut.org/news/2025/december/wrapped-2025
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Thank you to those who came out on November 7th for our Highway Cleanup to help keep our community clean! (Photo 

by Ziheem Edmonds) 
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https://www.nysut.org/news/events/nysut-member-event?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWXFpSU9aSzR3MEQ1bThONHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7ZRvHFhr5g_ZP1lAfpR0F9PdZo3i9H_iq9mYtmt0GCMxInVU8Oy4jqSe97Ng_aem_5fdy0y9aHErm-YMreeMIhw
https://www.nysut.org/news/2023/november/calm
https://www.nysut.org/news/2023/november/calm
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