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The Union Sound 
The voice of a sound union  

 

 

 

 

 

 
It’s the 50-year Anniversary of the RVF! 

Here’s to 50 Years of Solidarity with NYSUT! 
 

https://rvfederation.com/newsletter/
http://www.rvfederation.com
mailto:rvfunionsound@gmail.com
https://rvfederation.com/
https://nysut-lp.com/nysut-50th-anniversary-movie
https://nysut-lp.com/nysut-50th-anniversary-movie
https://rvfederation.com/


Here is your 2023-2024 Executive Committee and who you can contact in each building.  
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Officers 

 
Building/Unit Representatives 

 
Presidential Appointments 

 

Elected Representatives to State Organizations 

 

President Rob McDonough (HS) 

1st Vice President Dorothy Mayone (KES) 

2nd Vice President Felice Digennaro (MES) 

3rd Vice President Tara Thibault-Edmonds (HS) 

Treasurer Kim McEvoy (DO) 

Secretary Deb Gottstine (HS) 

DO Building Representative Ann Connors  

KES Building Representative Michele Pauley 

MES Building Representative Melissa Feinberg 

Intermediate Building Representative Jennifer Hannis 

Junior High Building Representative Peter Colomer 

HS Building Representatives Renee Balestra 

Joann Redmond 

Clerical Unit Representative Diana Bracklow (MES) 

Paraprofessional Unit Representatives Elementary - Melissa Frumenti (KES)  
Main Campus - Cyndi Murphy (HS) 

Teacher Unit Representatives Jill Grasso (IS) 
Jennifer Slauson (HS) 
Kim Strauss (KES) 
Colleen Vitti (JH)  
Jocelin McNally (MES) 

COSH Chair Krista Kelly 

Grievance Chair Jake Maloney 

Political Action Coordinator Kim McEvoy 

Retiree Board Member Joyce Hengstenberg 

The Union Sound Staff Robyn McDonough (Editor-in-Chief) 
Jennifer Slauson (Assistant Editor)  
Tara Thibault-Edmonds (Formatting Editor) 

NYSUT RA Delegate Kim McEvoy (2023-2026) 

NYSUT RA Alternate Robyn McDonough (2023-2024) 

TRS Delegate and Alternate Stephanie Peacock and  
Tara Thibault-Edmonds (2023-2025) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p-f9PEr3oC8FP8tI8chUl3Dz6I2ri_cpURZvUYdKOTI/edit?usp=sharing


 

GIA FOR YOUR 
HEALTH 

Download the Gia by MVP  
Mobile Health App for 24/7 
virtual care services at your   
fingertips! Virtual care is a 
great option when you need 
to speak with a health care 
professional quickly or are 
unable to see a doctor in-
person. Try Gia when you 
have a health question,      
are unable to get an         
appointment with your   
doctor, are out of town, or 
do not have transportation, 
can’t take time off of work, 
or don’t have child care. 

Get  Connected through your  Union  

 
 
 

 

FIX TIER 6 CAMPAIGN 
 

We have much work to do to make 
public service retirement fair for  
everyone. Whether you are a retiree 
or are currently in Tiers 4, 5 or 6, we 
need you to get involved.  
 

VOTE-COPE ACTION 
 

VOTE-COPE is the political action 
arm of NYSUT. Most recently,  
these monies were used to help enact 
legislation which requires public 
schools in New York to develop  
and execute programs to prevent 
workplace violence. VOTE-COPE 
contributions can be used to tackle 
the “Fix Tier 6” campaign and have 
helped pass the one-time 55/25   
retirement incentive about a decade 
ago. In addition, up to 40% of our 
VOTE-COPE contributions can be 
funneled directly back to the RVF 
for our own local political action 
items, such as school board elections 
and budget votes. Please consider 
giving just $1-2 per paycheck. If you 
already donate to VOTE-COPE, 

please consider increasing your 
donation by $1. Here is a secure 
link that will allow you to donate 
directly to VOTE-COPE through 
payroll deduction.  

NEXT GEN NYSUT 
 

NYSUT now has a dedicated page 
for our newest members called 
Next Generation NYSUT. This 
site was designed to help those 
new to the field navigate the     
benefits of being a part of a union 
and to find helpful information as 
they start their careers. 

If you know someone who is    
pursuing a career in education, tell 
them they can sign up to become a 
Student Member of NYSUT!    
Student membership requirements 
are simple: be a full- or part-time 
student in an education-focused 
program in New York State and be 
interested in pursuing a career in 
the education field. That’s 
it!  Learn more by visiting the   
NYSUT website. 

HOW ABOUT THAT NYSUT MAC 
APP 
 

Take action! 
Download the 
NYSUT  
Member     
Action Center 
App to quickly 
and easily send 
letters to your 
legislators on 
important    
issues and  
upcoming  
governmental 
actions. You’ll 
always be ready 
to respond when NYSUT needs you to do your part. 
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https://www.mvphealthcare.com/welcome/gia-by-mvp
https://www.mvphealthcare.com/welcome/gia-by-mvp
https://fixtier6.org/
http://rondout.votecope.org/
http://rondout.votecope.org/
http://rondout.votecope.org/
http://rondout.votecope.org/
https://nextgennysut.org/
https://nextgennysut.org/student-membership
https://fixtier6.org/
https://www.mvphealthcare.com/welcome/gia-by-mvp
https://mac.nysut.org/getapp
https://mac.nysut.org/getapp
https://mac.nysut.org/getapp
https://mac.nysut.org/getapp
https://mac.nysut.org/getapp


 

Delegate  Update  
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Your RVF-Elected Delegates 
to the NYSUT Representative 
Assembly recently attended an 
ED-13 meeting at the      
NYSUT Office in Kingston. 
Updates of what was discussed 
are featured throughout this 
issue of The Union Sound. 
Pictured from left to right:  
Kim McEvoy, NYSUT  
Executive Vice President 
Jaime Ciffone, Tara        
Thibault-Edmonds and 
Robyn McDonough.  
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https://memberbenefits.nysut.org/free-member-benefits/calm-app
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https://secure.acsevents.org/site/SPageServer?company_id=238573&pagename=strides_national_company
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https://memberbenefits.nysut.org/

